	The results of a survey of plastics, carried out as part of a joint venture by PHS and the Conservation Unit of the Museums & Galleries Commission, were first published in 1994. The report formed the basis of a series of seminars at the time, but was otherwise not made generally available. 

	 



It will not be possible in the short term to provide ideal conditions for storing and displaying all plastics. Indeed, it is not yet possible to define what is ideal. With the increasing complexity of objects in both construction and materials, a satisfactory environment for one component may not be satisfactory for another. Dismantling, if at all possible, might increase longevity, but would bring other problems, not least because the elaborate construction of modern equipment often requires special tools and skills. In addition, even in a single material, degradation is usually due to a combination of several inter-related degradation mechanisms, both chemical and physical in nature. The safest environment will therefore be a compromise which takes these various factors into account. Accepted standards for the care of plastics need to be established soon. These can only be based upon our present understanding of the problems. Much remains to be evaluated and investigated  to provide the definitive answers necessary to save historical plastics before they are lost forever. 


The author gratefully acknowledges the guidance and encouragement of all members of the steering committee. However, this work would not have been possible without the help of the museum staff and private collectors who took time to complete the questionnaire. Particular thanks are due to them and, especially, to those who co-operated with the museum visits. Thanks are also due to many other people who have freely given their time and knowledge in many helpful discussions relating to the degradation of plastics.

	APPENDIX 
LIST OF MUSEUMS VISITED 
1.
Oxon. County Museum, Woodstock, Oxford.

2.
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London.

3.
Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Queen St, Exeter.

4.
Central Museum, Victoria Avenue, Southend-on-Sea.

5.
Prittlewell Park Museum, Southend-on-Sea.

6.
Hereford City Museum, Broad Street, Hereford.

7.
Maidstone Museum & Art Gallery, St. Faith's Street, Maidstone.

8.
Luton Museum & Art Gallery, Wardown Park, Luton.

9.
Imperial War Museum, London.

10.
Watford Museum, High Street, Watford.

11.
Stevenage Museum, St. George's Way, Stevenage.

12.
Bewdley Museum, Load Street, Bewdley.

13.
Museum of Science & Industry, Castlefield, Manchester.

14.
Mill Green Museum, Mill Green, Hatfield.

15.
Derby Museum, Friargate, Derby.

16.
Derby Museum & Art Gallery, The Strand, Derby.

17.
National Army Museum, Camberley.

18.
Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton.

19.
Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum, Clarence Street, Cheltenham.

20.
Cusworth Hall Museum, Doncaster.

21.
Horniman Museum, London.

Staff of these museums are warmly thanked for their co-operation in this venture.

 



	Return to Care of Plastics
Top of Page


[image: image5.png]



http://web.archive.org/web/20061015204042/http://www.plastiquarian.com/survey/survey.htm
